
KITCHEN
Cream cabinets and walls,
painted in Slipper Satin
by Farrow & Ball, contrast
beautifully with weathered
wood in this light, airy
kitchen. The units are from
Border County Kitchens
and the Butler sink is from
sink-taps.com
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R E A D E R H O M E

Restored to its original proportions,
this house is now a spacious family

home filled with treasured collectibles
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LIVING ROOM

1 Part of Jim’s old camera collection
2 A lush front garden adds kerb appeal.
‘Jim dug up the lawn and crammed it
with flowers,’ Siobhan explains
3 The hall door has been restored with
new glass and wood panels. A lamp,
from the couple’s vintage light shop
sits on a table, painted in Farrow &
Ball’s Railings 4 Glass decanters, from
car-boot sales look fantastic grouped
together, their colours echoing the
tones in the signed photo of a
burlesque artist above. The clock was
a junk shop find and the bookcase was
bought at auction 5 Siobhan made
these earrings and necklaces for Hoity
Toity 6 A medicine cabinet and glass
dome, bought online, make perfect
display cases 7 Colourful old prints,
from vintage shops are perfectly set
off by the striking walls painted in
Fired Earth’s Zangar Green. A leaf
design cushion from Jo Cranston
Textiles sits on a chair from Habitat’s
Byron range 8 Prints of ships and
porthole mirrors create a nautical
theme in the bathroom. The Bath is
from Bathstore
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up,‘ says Siobhan. ‘The house was gutted –
the kitchen upstairs, the extra bits of corridor
– partition walls were taken down and we
put doorways back to their original positions.‘

During this time the family camped out in
one room. ‘Because we‘d renovated houses
before we knew what to expect,’ Siobhan
says. ‘But it‘s always the same thing that gets
to you: not the chaos or lack of kitchen, but
the dust.‘The upheaval did, however, uncover
some treasures. ‘When we took down stud
walls we found lovely original features. For
example, the nice old stair banister was still
there. We just had to add the turned spindles
underneath, which a carpenter made for us.‘

After returning the house to its original
layout and updating the bathroom, Siobhan
and Jim did most of the decorating work
themselves. ‘We sold our house in London for
the same price as this one, so we didn‘t have
a pot of money to spend,‘ she says. ‘We also
knew we couldn‘t do everything at once.‘

The couple waited six months before
tackling the kitchen. ‘This was to be our main
room so we wanted to spend money on it. The
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A fter deciding to swap London for
a more relaxed family life by the
sea, Siobhan O‘Leary was clear
about one thing: she didn‘t want

another project. ‘We‘d already done up two
houses and this time we just wanted to move
in and start living,‘ Siobhan explains.

So her heart didn‘t exactly leap for joy
when she and her husband Jim viewed this
house in Hove. ‘We didn‘t like it,‘ she says.
‘The owner had divided it all up, creating
a flat downstairs for herself, while upstairs
had been carved into bedsits with a shared
kitchen. It needed a lot of work.‘

But after seeing other properties in the
area, the couple began to see its creative
possibilities. ‘We realised we‘d want to
change any house we bought to suit our
taste and this had loads of potential,‘ says
Siobhan. ‘It was also the biggest Victorian
house close to the sea that we could afford.‘

It was late September 2005 when Siobhan
and Jim moved in, with Molly, then aged
nine, and six-year-old Frank. The first priority
was to convert it back to a whole house. ‘We
spent the first six months putting everything
back to how it had been before it was divided

‘Jim’s a great one
for gathering things.
He once bought

some driftwood from
a man inWales who
wondered why he
was being given
money for a bit of
gnarled old wood,’

SAYS SIOBHAN
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MASTER BEDROOM
An all-white colour
scheme brings serenity
to Siobhan and Jim’s
bedroom

MOLLY’S ROOM
Wooden panelling, a cabin 
bed and cushions in Cath 
Kidston fabric have created  
a cosy nook under the eaves

GARDEN
Jim turned the once
neglected back yard
into a pretty garden,
adding cobbles,
raised flowerbeds
and seaside features

R E S T O R E D  V I C T O R I A N  S E M I
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transformation cost around £30,000, which
was mainly building work rather than the
kitchen cabinets, which are made from MDF
and not expensive. We also had to have the
foundations strengthened to support the
new window we put in.‘

After demolishing the old kitchen, a
downstairs bathroom and study area, they
created one big kitchen/dining space and
added a large bay window where there had
once been an outside toilet. Siobhan had a
lot of input into the design.

‘I kept emailing the kitchen company
pictures of what I wanted,‘ says Siobhan.
‘I was keen to create the illusion that it was
hand-built with details such as traditional
doors fitted into the frame of the cupboards.‘
She was delighted with the results. ‘It‘s exactly
what I‘d pictured. Now I spend a lot of time in
there, making jewellery. It‘s a lovely room.‘

When it came to styling, the couple chose
a retro theme. ‘Jim likes shabby chic, vintage
things and I love 60s and 70s pieces so
there‘s a bit of everything we‘ve collected
over the years. We‘ve never spent a lot on
furniture but we do have some really
fabulous vintage lights because we used

to have a shop that sold them. I always think
an interesting lamp will stand out a lot more
than a fancy sofa.‘

Once the floors were sanded, all the major
work was completed. The transformed
house now features two large reception
rooms and a kitchen/dining room downstairs,
while upstairs there are three good-sized
bedrooms, including a loft room, a guest
room and dressing room.

There‘s one bathroom with no plans
to squeeze in another. ‘Now we‘ve put
everything back, I can‘t see where we could
add another bathroom,‘ says Siobhan.
‘Ensuites start to look untidy, with weird
shapes, as it was when we first moved in.‘

Now with the house finally returned to
its old self, all that‘s left to do is enjoy it.
‘Previously, we‘d do up a house and move
on. I‘m not sure we even put pictures up
in our last one,‘ says Siobhan. ‘This is the
longest we‘ve lived anywhere and it really
does feel homely and as though we‘ve
finally put down roots.‘ HB

● For more information about Siobhan‘s
jewellery visit hoitytoityjewellery.
bigcartel.com or call 0793 235 5638


